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What to look for when buying a new/used RV! 

There is no kind way to put it. We got 
screwed on our first RV! Even though we 
had somebody else who had more ex-
perience look it over with us, the rig was 
fraught with problems.

Hindsight is 20/20 though. We now know a 
lot of key things to look out for. The internet 
is also full of great information. 

Here are a few things we learned:

- Inspect the roof thoroughly, especially the front portion. The front ends of travel trail-
ers are notorious for getting leaks. Check the seams on the inside as well, open up all 
cabinets and look for water damage. Check the seals around vents, A/C, etc. as well 
to make sure the lap sealant is in good condition. Cracks and gaps are a sign there is 
water damage. 

- Check floors and walls for water damage. Especially those close to water sourc-
es such as the bathroom, and don’t forget rooms adjacent to the water source as 
well. A soft floor or wall is a sure sign of a water leak. Stay away from RV’s with 
ANY amount of water damage because you don’t know how extensive it really is, 
and you could end up spending thousands in repairs. 

- Peel apart the rubber seals on the outside edges of the RV, if you see rust on 
the heads of the screws it means there has been water leaking on the inside of 
the rig. We learned that screws will show rust on the heads when the water is ac-
tually on the inside. 

- Thoroughly check the condition of the slide out rooms. Make sure they function 

Happy new home owners....little did we know, we were 
about to encounter many problems.



for one, but also look underneath and on the inside for damages. Our first RV had 
major water damage on the floor, so the two corners of our slide out were rotting. 
Lift up the couch and dinette cushions to inspect the corner floor area of your 
slide out. 

- Tires: Make sure they are in good condition, have plenty of tread, and no dry rot. 
Appearances can be deceiving though so inspect the date on the side of the tire 
to make sure they are not super old. (More information on tires later in this book).

- Appliances are another thing you will want to inspect. It’s best to have the RV 
plugged into power when inspecting it. Make sure the fridge, stove, microwave, 
air conditoner, and hot water heater is in working order. Ask the owner lots of 
questions about them too. The air conditoner and hot water heater are the most 
likely appliances to have problems.

Water damage is probably the number one thing you will want to look for. It’s a 
sign of a long term problem, which means the rig was probably not taken care 
of well. Look in every nook and cranny, open up cabinets, inspect pipe fittings 
run your fingers across the wall, step on every inch of the floor and look for soft 
spots, and bring whomever you know that has the most knowledge about RVs.

Problems will arise, so plan for them 

No matter how much time you spent renovating, or fixing your RV, even if it’s brand 
new…you will have problems so plan and budget for them. Our first RV had a problem 
once a month for the first three months. After that it seemed like something was going 
wrong every three months. Our mobile RV repair guy got to know us really well.

Budgeting $150 per month to cover repairs is a good starting point (you might want 
to budget more depending on the age and condition of your RV). Investing in a Good 
Sam extended warranty plan is also a really great idea. You can even get these for 
older RV’s. We had one on our 2006 Four Winds, and made a couple of claims on it as 
well. They will save your lunch on the more expensive repairs. The warranty plans run 
about $130 per quarter ($43 per month).



If you are handy and good with tools, then GREAT. You will probably be able to fix a lot 
of problems on your own. Most of the time though we end up calling the mobile RV re-
pair service to bail us out. There are certain things even the handiest person might not 
be able to fix such as controllers on the hot water heater. If you don’t have knowledge 
of those systems you won’t even be able to troubleshoot the problem.

Tires, Tires, Tires

One of the MOST important things to 
maintain on your RV are the tires. Aside 
from making sure the tread on the tires 
is good, you need to be sure there is no 
dry rot (this will cause tires to easily blow 
out). Proper inflation is also critical for 
towing.

Improperly inflated tires can cause MA-
JOR damage to your RV. One blowout 
on the road and you could have thou-
sands of dollars worth of repairs! If a tire 
blows out driving 65 MPH down the road it’s 
going to hit on the underside of your RV floor. At the very least it’s going to damage the 
metal plate just above the tire, but in some cases it can cut right through the floor and 
do internal damage to the RV.

If your tire blows out on the driver side of the RV the tire will destroy your black tank 
exit valve. This happened to us in the middle of a trip once. We had to spend a week in 
an RV park without being able to use our own bathroom.

Now, before every trip we check air pressure in the tires and make sure they are prop-
erly inflated so we don’t have a disaster on the road.

Changing a tire for the second time on a road trip to 
New Mexico.



RV websites and apps are your new BFF on the road

Whether it’s finding a cheaper campsite our saving .10 per gallon on gas, RV friendly 
websites can be a lifesaver.

We use several apps/websites to make our life easier on the road. Below are a few of 
our favorites.

Campendium.com and many like it will help you search an area for campsites and 
gives you the last known price paid on the campsite, and shows you user reviews. This 
site is great for saving a few bucks a night on a campsite and helps you plan your trav-
el days better. It also lists public lands where you can camp for free.

We also love the GasBuddy app because it will tells us the cheapest gas in the area. 
We can often see significant savings just by going down the road .5 miles or across 
the street. The only downside to the app we have found is it’s hard to tell where the 
stations are located. Sometimes when you find the best price it has you doing a U turn 
in the other direction, which we never do. So always pull up the suggested location in 
your GPS to make sure it’s not sending you too far off course.

The SaniDumps app is great if you plan on boondocking a lot. It will give you a list of 
places that have dump stations to empty your black tank. Sometimes they are even 
free. We have run across rest stops on the side of the highway before that have dump 
stations.

Driving and backing-up aren’t THAT hard

Sure it’s intimidating at first, but once you get the hang of it, it’s actually pretty easy. I 
never had much of an issue with driving, changing lanes, or turning, but the dreaded 
backing-up was the thing that got me when we first started.

Our first two RV spots were pull thoughts…thank God!!! But our third spot was a very, 
very tight back-in spot. We struggled and struggled to get it in, then an experienced 
neighbor came over and helped us out. The way he explained it to us was a true light-
bulb moment.



Our new friend had me place my left palm 
on the bottom of the steering wheel and 
then push the wheel in the direction I want-
ed the back end of the RV to go. So, if you 
are backing up with your RV slot on your left 
side (drivers side). Simply place your palm 
on the bottom of the wheel and push the 
steering wheel left and start reversing and 
correct the amount your wheel is turned as 
you are backing up.

Sounds simple, right? On the very surface 
level it is…once you know the direction to 
turn, the learning part comes with the fine-
tune adjustments you make to get the rig in just 
in the right place. It takes practice, but after you 
have done it a few times you will be a pro. There are now times my wife doesn’t even 
have to get out of the truck to guide me into a spot.

Get an RV pack-up checklist

When packing up the RV and heading off it’s helpful to have a checklist the first several 
times so you don’t forget anything. It’s something we really should still be using as well!

We have had our share of mishaps due to forgetting certain things. First time we forgot 
to latch the refrigerator door we got to our destination with refrigerated items all over 
the floor. I can’t remember if anything broke, but either way, who wants to clean up 
items that had been rolling all over the RV for hours on end.

Another time we forgot to secure our awning and it popped open while driving down 
the road. It ripped clean off! We didn’t know until we were pulled over on the side of the 
road dealing with a different problem.

There are several extensive checklists online. Like this one.

Nestled into the trees. This back-in spot was tricky, 
but we got it done.

http://changingears.com/rv-checklist-departure-trailer.shtml?sec-checklist


Here are a few that have been problematic for us in the past:

1. Zip tie your awning down. Electric awnings aren’t really an issue, but the manual aw-
nings are notorious for popping open, even with the safety latches engaged.

2. Tape your fridge door shut. Yup, I recommend gaffers tape. It’s as strong as duct 
tape, but doesn’t leave sticky residue. We are on our second RV now and both had 
latches that did not work. SO to be safe, we always tape the fridge door down.

3. Secure cabinets with tape as well. We don’t have to do this in our new RV, but the 
older rig had several drawers and cabinets that wanted to fly open, so we used gaffers 
tape on these as well.

4. Distribute weight evenly in you rig, with a majority of the weight at the front end of 
the rig where it attaches to the hitch. We have been told this makes for a better towing 
experience.

5. Properly connect your sway control bars. This will result a much smoother ride in 
your truck. Don’t be afraid to notch up on the control arm chains to get the desired 
height.  The RV should be level with the truck.

6. Secure anything that could break or come flying out of cabinets. We have several 
foldable canvas boxes that we store under the couch. When we travel we pull those 
out and store things like dishes, blenders, and other appliances. Basically anything that 
could come lose and break or do damage to other things in the RV.

Maintain your RV

Knowing what to expect in terms of budgeting for your RV is key. Going into it we had 
no idea we would regularly be adjusting the brakes, re-packing the bearings, sealing 
windows, cleaning the air conditioner, etc.

Things you will need to plan for that are crucial to the long term survival of your RV are:
- Washing it every couple months
- Re-sealing windows, vents, and other seams on the RV, every 6 months as needed
- Adjusting brakes and re-packing the bearings every 10,000 miles

http://amzn.to/2sFnC4E
http://amzn.to/2CwiH5w
http://amzn.to/2CvRIHp


- Annually cleaning the air conditioner coils
- Airing up the tires (every trip)

There are lots of other things to maintain as well, but those are the big ones, that will 
help your RV last a long time and keep you safe on the road.

Long travel days are not worth it

When we first started out we would drive as many miles as possible in a day. Some 
days we would be driving for 12 hours. We would cover a lot of ground, but we would 
end our day cranky, tired, and miserable. It wasn’t worth it.

We have now adopted a 250-300 mile-per-day policy. This means about 4-5 hours of 
actual driving. Throw in a few stops and you’re looking at least 6 hours of travel time.

The shorter travel days are especially important with kids. We found they were more 
adaptable when they were younger, but as they have gotten older their ability to sit still 
and be quite for extended periods of time has diminished severely.

So for our own sanity even we keep to shorter travel days. This also allows us to enjoy 
our destination by getting out and exploring because we have the time. Had we put in 
extended long days we would have immediately crashed, only to wake up in the early 
morning and do it all over again.

The difference in 30 AMP and 50 AMP RVs

Basically this all boils down to how much power you have in your RV, and how much 
stuff you can run at once. People with 30 amps of service will often have trouble even 
running their microwave at the same time their AC is running. A huge problem for any-
body living in warm weather.

Most RV’s with two air-condition units will have 50amps of service. Be warry of any RV 
that has two A/C units but only 30 amps of service. Also, some RVs might be pre-wired 
for a second A/C, but only have 30 amps of service, which would pretty much render a 
second AC unit useless.



Before purchasing an RV you will need to consider your power needs. If you use a hair 
dryer every day for instance, you might not be able to run the hair dryer while the air 
conditioner is running, but this all depends on how many amps your hair dryer pulls, 
and what other appliances you might be running.

Our first RV was 30 amp and we hardly ever blew breakers. Our newer 50 amp RV will 
blow breakers quite a bit, but it’s mainly due to all the power outlets being on one 15 
amp breaker. So, you should also look at how the RV is wired. For example, even with 
50 mps it’s impossible for us to run two space heaters at full heat. 

The power capacity likely won’t make or break your purchase decision, but it’s good to 
know going into the RV journey. You will inevitably blow breakers, even fuses, so have 
some extra of those. But know you will have to adjust how you use appliances to work 
within your amperage capacity.

Get roadside assistance

We made the huge mistake of assuming our RV/Truck policy came with roadside assis-
tance…why wouldn’t it? You better check!

We found this out the hard way after breaking down in the middle of nowhere (West 
Texas). First thing I did was call my insurance to get a tow truck because of a damaged 
tire. They informed me I didn’t have roadside assistance on my policy. I was furious!!!!

But now we have Good Sam Roadside assistance, and I have used it twice. Once 
when we locked the keys in the truck, and once for a tow when the truck broke down.

This $160 per month investment will be well worth it, I promise. I don’t know a single 
RV dweller that has not had some problem on the road.

Pest control is a must

Just like a home or office, even in your RV you need to treat for pests and stay on top 
of it unless you want an infestation.

After a few months of being on the road we turned on the lights early one morning to 
see a roach scurry across the floor. Even with traveling from place to place the pests 



manage to make their home inside ours and breed.

We have found Cy-Kick Insecticide to be the only effective treatment. We tried going 
all-natural with diatomaceous earth, but it was hopeless. We only ended up having the 
abrasive dust all over our stuff for the next year. I’m pretty sure that RV still has DE in 
the far reaching corners!

It’s necessary to treat about every two months in order to avoid unwanted visitors. 
You know what they say: An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure! We usually 
spray the ground around our RV and the stabilizing jacks and wheels. We also hit the 
seams by the slide out and places around the underbelly where they might get in.

Inside it’s best to spray inside cabinets and along windows and slide out seams. Since 
we have kids we don’t spray much on the walls, but if you are living without kids, go 
crazy and spray your walls and the corners of the floor. We also open up any mainte-
nance-type holes in the RV where wires are hidden, hot water heaters are stored, or 
access has been created for the bathtub and pipes.

Trucks stops are convenient but expensive

Truck stops are nice because they will always have diesel gas and giant lanes to pull 
your RV through. You never have to worry about maneuvering around the pumps or 
worry about how you are going to get in and out of the gas station.

There are two major downsides though. The trucks stops never have the option to just 
insert your card and fill-up your tank. You are required to go in and give your card to 
an attendant. Only a minor inconvenience, but it just means you are going in and out 
a minimum of two times. The other negative thing is the gas prices are almost always 
higher, because they know it’s the only place trucks can get their gas. We have found 
you will usually pay .10 to .20 more. But often times we pay it just to avoid the hassle of 
maneuvering the rig through tight spaces.

http://amzn.to/2FAtIWX


Let your bank know you are traveling

We have the craziest story about this, too long to go into detail here, but let’s just say it 
involved a blown out tire, a declined credit card and an angry hillbilly.

After being on the road for a full three months our credit cards all started getting de-
clined. Something was triggered at the bank where they thought the cards were stolen. 
Not sure why it took traveling through five states for them to turn them off, but it hap-
pened, and at one point we were almost left stranded, unable to get gas. Thankfully I 
had a business credit card that wasn’t affected and we were able to continue filling up 
with that.

Lesson learned though - let your bank and credit cards know you are traveling. We 
have learned you will have to update them about every 6 months to let them know you 
are still traveling. Otherwise you might end up like us with an angry hillbilly demanding 
he get paid on the spot.

_____

Full time RVing is lots of fun, and a giant learning experience! I was fortunate enough 
to have spent some time traveling in an RV when I was younger, so I knew some of the 
basics.

I’m a firm beliver that the lack of knowledge should never stop you from doing anything. 
When I started my first business, Bearded Brothers snack foods, I knew absolutely 
nothing about making food in a commercial ktichen, or selling into the market, but I 
never let my lack of knowldge stop me.

With research and determination anything is possible.

I hope this resource helps you get one step closer to your full-time RV dream. Let me 
know where you are on the journey and how I can encourage you.

 
Feedom In Tow
Caleb Simpson
freedomintow@gmail.com


